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heard this Diſcourſe 
delivered, were pletbs. 


Approbation of it; 


415 


- that ſome 


Heads, wh 
 Publick, were farther 
tended in my Notes; at 
ing of it might be ſeaſonnh! 
prevailed upon to comply w 
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WE. 
| tations in the Margin, which I thou ught | 5 
 nereflary to illuſtrate the Subjett; and 
 Sumbly ſubmit the whole to the Suds- 
ment and Candour of my Reader, who:. 
I Þ hope, will confirutt favourably of || 
my ſmall Performance, which is not 
intended, to reflect upon any Perſon; | ' 
Put to eindicate ſome valuable Truths, | 
which, in my Opinion, have been at- 
* Facked and ſubverted by ſome within 
this Church, And this I have at.. 
gr of in the firſt fix Particulats, of | 
he firſt general Head. And if T 1-3 
2 be ee of any Miſtabe, I 1 
have fallen into, TI ſhall moft frankly \| _ 
acknowledge it, and thank any that : | 5 
me ſet me . | L 
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ALLIED 


abe. 8 I gave all Diligence obo 
write unto you of the common Sa.. 


1 vation, it was neeaful for me 10 5 
3 write unto yon, and to æmhort % . 3 
that you ſhould. carnefily. contend for 


| the Faith which Was oncs 5 


unto the 


HE Apoſtle Fude having i-; 


(er bed b. his Epiſtle, he proceeds 3 S055 
in our Text to exhort the Sainis 3 Ret 


and the Church of Chriſt, to. 3 
j defend and maintain the Pu A 
of the Chriſtian Doctrine 

che : Errors and Hereſies, by which 
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Altes, Nicolaitans and Gnofticks,” 2 "rhe. 
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Teachers of 4 65 7 Times, Atremptes to ber- 
throw and ſubvert it. 

In the Beginning of- this Veiſe he accounts | ; vr, 
for. the Reaſons ack moved him to write ſom 
them in this Manner, namely, his Love to ve i 
them, his paſtoral Care over them, and the callec 
Danger they were in of being ſeduced by theſe 
corrupt Doctrines. 4 

And in the latter Part of the Verſe, which 
i the Subject of our enſuing Diſcourſe, he 
lays down the neceſſary and ſeaſonable Exhor- | 

tation, which he enforces and illuſtrates i in the p 
Sequel of this Epiſtle. i 
That which _ Apoſtle calls upon all Chri- * 
ſtians, in their reſpectiye Characters, to main- 
tain and defend, is, The Faith once delivered 
AY to the Saints, that is, the Doctrine of the 
Faith in Chriſt, fully and unalterably deliver- 
ed to the Church in the Holy Scriptures. | 
And the Duty exhorted to, is, Earneſtly to 
. contend for the Faith. The compound Word 
—— is exceeding ſtrong, and ſignifies 
to contend for the Faith in the moſt vigorous, 
reſolute, and unwearied Manner, Be 
Tune Words, thus briefly explained, and 
laid open in their plain and obvious Mean- 
- ing, lay before us the following do&rinal Pro- 
3 polition, namely, That it is the Duty e of yl 
thoſe who profeſs the Name of Chtiſt, in the 
reſpective Stations and Characters] to mi — 
tain and defend the Purity of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, and more eſpecially theſe Tryrheidf | 
God. which are attacked and jubrened! in their ri 
aun T. imes. | 
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SOR | 

* A this Ates, 1 ſhall a | 

7 vaur, by Divine Aſſiſtance, I. To ſpeak of 
| Lone Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, which 
ve in this Church are in an eſpecial Manner, 


called upon to contend for at this Day. IL'To 


3 ſhew what is imported in this Duty of con- 
Itending earneſtly for the Faith. III. To 1575 ä 
courſe briefly of the Means, in the Uſe of | 
J which all ſerious Chriſtians are obliged in their 


different Characters to contend for the Faith 
of the Goſpel: And conclude, By propoſing 


0 and ee A the Exhortation in the Text, by 
1 a few Motives or Arguments. j 
We proceed in the fire Place, To ſpeak of 


ſome Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, which 


have been attacked and ſubverted ſome 

within this Church ; and which therefore we 

1 are called upon in ane cialManner to main- g 

1 tain and defend. * 9 85 
1. The Doctrine of our Lord and Savicurſes 

I ſus Chriſt, his proper, true and ſupreme Bei- 


ty, his independent Being, neceſlary Exiſtence 
and Geperation, and his Being of one and the 


ſame Subſtance in Number with the Fa- 


ther and Holy Spirit, is an important and 


fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Faith, 
A which we are called upon, in the moſt zealous 
F Manner, to aſſert and defend againſt all the 
bold and pernicious Attempts that have been 


made to overthrow and - ſubvert it. This 
Doarine is diſplayed with the moſt con- 
vincing Evidence through the whole of Di- 
vine Revelation. But having upon ſome other 


Occaſion A to lth and defend 4 WE 
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It b 1 ſhalt not ang further upon it at pre- 


5 ſent. 
2. We are like wiſe taught i in the Holy a 


ture, that God made a Covenant with Man- 4 


kind in Adam, and that Adam was a federal 
Head to his Poſterity. 

Iris very manifeſt, that God in Juſtice and 
Equity could havetonſtiture Adam ſuch a fe- 


deral Head: For it was arbitrary in a Sove- ; : 


rcign God to give Man a Being, and to pre- 
ferve him in that Being or not, as ſeemed beſt 
in his Sight; and Man, as a dependent Crea- 
ture, was obliged to obey his Creator, altho he 
had been encouraged to it by no Promife of fu-- 
ture and laſting Felicity. The Promiſe of eter- 
' ternal Life was therefore voluntary and free, | 

and what Man could not claim by Virtue of 
his own Obedience and Conformity to the 
Law *, And it muſt be acknowledged, that 
the Author of our Being might convey theſe 
undeſeryved Bleſſings in what Manner he rl 
ed, that is either upon our ewn perſonal 
Behaviour, as he did with the Angels, or up- 
on the Obedience and Perſeyerance of the com- 
mon Parent of Mankind. i 

The Scripture is plain, that God tranſ- 
acted with Mankind, and not meerly with 


| the firſt two Individuals of the Kind. Dire 1 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt proved a 
from the Holy Scriptures. 

dee Biſhop Bull's State of Man before, thy Falls 
and ena SIGs Chap. Vile 8 5 


F- The proper, true, 9 Deit di Ke of 5 | | 


7 


. „TT 
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* 
* 


- | | theGrant of Dominion over the. Inferior Ca- 
tures was made to the Human Race, and 
Mankind received the firſt Benediction. and © Genux.28; 4 
— 4 were entitled to all the promiſed Blegings, u- — 7 


1 5 


pon performing the Condition required in that 
Tranſaction. And the Sanct ion of the Cove- 
d B nant of Works reached all Mankind, for it 
zs declared by the A poſtle Paul, that all died 
nin Adam. And from this it follows, that a Cor. x57 - 
all Mankind were under the Preceptive Part ot *** 
that Covenant, becauſe to ſuppoſe reaſonable 2 
Creatures liable to ſuffer for the Breach of a = 
Law, which neither in their own Perſons. nor. - 
in their Repreſentative” they were obliged to 
fulfil, is to introduce a wild Opinion, Which 
is neither ſupported by Reaſon nor Revelation, 
but is contradictory to both. And it ese. 
likewiſe. plainly — in the N Serip | 


- - om. 


zs become Meat through the. Fleſh, as to eve. 
w Man, which ſuppoſcth, that before Sin ene, 
tered, it was every way ſufficient to ent | 
Lite and Immortality on Mankind, which it 
cCould do no otherwiſe, but by Adam's Obe- 9 
| dienee as a publick Perſon. - But not to dio — —. 
ee from our preſent Purpoſe, by enteri 
this Argument, I ſhall it onlyfincherebs * ©. 
Give: that this Doctrine is confirmed and il« hl 
| 7 luſtrated by the Apoſtle Paul in bk  . 
s | "pov to the- Human- v. 12. 2 . Where he ü 
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fries, and 4s often ſo uſed by the bet Wei 
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expreſly affirms, that all Mankind ſinned in 
Alam, and that thereby they became juſtly 
liable to Death, the proper puniſhment of 
Sin (5). And it is plain, that Mankind could 
not. otherwiſe Sin, in Adam, but as he was 


the Federal Head of his Poſterity. Itis all one 


to the Point in Hand, whether the Words Eq 
be render 'd For that or In whom. For tho the 
latter Words ſeem to deliver this Doctrine 


more preciſely; yet it being affirmed accord- 
ing to the other rendering, That all who 
die, have ſinned, and it being certain that 
many die, who have not ſinned in their own 
Perſons, theſe muſt have ſinned in Adam; they 


could Sin no other way. And this Interpre- 


tation is ſupported by the Context, in which 
theAppoſtle affirms, that by the Offence of one 
many were dead, that the Fudgment was by 
one to condemnation, that by the offence of one 

udgment came upou all Men to Condem- 


nation; And from the Scope and Defign 
Are HE VVV 


* * 5 
= y tt. th. ” * * 
—— 2 ————— * — —_ 
x 


"Writers in' 
the Greek Tongne. Vid. Bude; Com: Ling. Grace: 


P. 506. This Reading was contended for y Auſtin, 
ainft the Pelagians, rejecting their eo quod. Mr. 


abb his pretended Metonymy in this Place, 
renders the Apoſtle's Reaſoning abſurd, and 
introduces a meer Tautology into the Text. _ 


00 Proſper contra Colatoreni, Cap. 20. Niſt forte dica- 
ur in Ade poſteros pœnam tranſiſſe, non culpam quod 


omnino falſo dicitur ——Nimis enim impium eft hos 
de Dei. ſentire juſtitia, quod a prevaricatione liberos cum 


_ ."  Feis voluerit elfe damnatos. Patet ergo-aulþa;, bi nn 
atet pend, & focietas peccati condincitur de commutio=. 
we ſupplicil : ut quod eſt bumane miſerie non de inſtitu- 
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E of the Apaſtle, which is to nftrug. ns; this 
_ Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is imputed to his Peo- "of 
ple, for Juſtification, i in like Manner (a) as . 5 

dam's Sin is imputed to all his Poſterity for 2 

Condemnation; ; and that the Imputation of 2M 
both is founded upon the publick Repreſen- 

tation of theſe t᷑wo diſtin& Perſons, the Firſt 

and ſecond Adam, each of them the Fede- 


— 


i ral Heads of two diſtinct F amilies. 8 * 
And ſeeing all Mankind ſinned in Adam, I 
and by his Diſobedience were made Sinners, A 


that is, upon his Fall, his Sin was legally im- 
piuted to and charged upon them; there is no 
. ground to imagine, that the Souls of Infants 
ſince the Fall are created as Pure and Holy as 
Adam's was created. Neither has that other 
= Opinion, of the Salvation of all Infants „„ 
ing in Infancy, any better Foundation. Fr 
uo are aſſured from the ſacred Records, that 
1 they are all born in Sin, that by Nature : 
they are Children of Wrath, and that the << 1 
f need the Spirit of God to regenerate a 
cleanſe them, and the Blood of Chriſt to 
juſtify them, which are exhibite in che Sacra- 


ment of Baptiſm by Divine Warrant diſpen- = 
fed unto them. And conſidering that Ori- 1 af 


| 

1 

„ $3 ginal Sin is the Root and Fountain of all that = 
KB wickedneſs _ impiety, which at- by Time... a 
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has been found among 2. we ſhall look u- 

n it as a groundleſs Opinion, that all In- 
— nts even of "Chriſtian and far more of Infi- 
del Parents are ſaved, until it be made pro- 
Hable from the Holy Scriptures, ' that they 
are all elected (a), and before Death regenera- 
ted. And this, we ſuppoſe, no thinking 
Man will undertake. 


Jps, that carnal Reaſon is utterly unfit to 
determine in the Myſteries of revealed Reli- 
gion; ; and that the Faith of Men to a Di- 


ved into moral Arguments, founded upon 

Propoſitions naturally revealed. 

Ihe Apoſtle Paul tells us, That Nen in a 

Eph. 2. 1, na natural State, are dead in Sins, Vaſſals to 

a. their Luſts, and Slaves to Satan; That the 
Things of the Spirit of God, namely, Chriſt 

: emcited and the Benefits of his Death for the 
Salvation of Sinners, are ſpiritually diſcerned, 


his Carnal Reaſon, neither doth nor can un- 


= Cor: 4 derſtand them, but locketh en them as 
E us fooliſhneſs. - And further we are aſſured from 


Rom.. 7, the Holy Scriptures that the carnal Mind is 


Gen. 6.3. the Heart of the unrenewed Man is evil -and 
only evil continually ; and that he is aliena- 


| Epb. * ted from the Life of God, througb his Igno- 


| rance and Klindaels of Mind. All which ſay 


1 


ee 


3- We are likewiſe raughtin the ſacred Weit- | 


eee 


vine Revelation, cannot be ultimately refol- 


and that therefore the natural Man, by N L 


enmity againſt God ; that the. Imaginations of 


wer” | | EN | . 2 REP, 


a * 
— f 
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3 


f . | 

in 115 frongelt Terms, that 3 Reaſon . 

cannot determine in the Myſteries of revealed 

KReligion; and that it can have no Right to 

F reject ſuch of them, as it imagines are not a- 

3 reeable to irs Dictates and cotrupt Principles. 

Human Reaſon having got a Bruiſe in the 

3 Fall, is weak even in its own Sphere; with 

i how much toil doth it creep from Letters to 

921 Words, and from Words to Arts and Sciv. 

” ences, and when it is there, how little doth 
it know? Can it explain the Nature of At- 

traction, unriddle a Load-ſtone, or draw out 

nan occult Quality to open View, and. ſtrip the 

a F meaneſt Creature of the inveſting Accidents, 
and look upon the naked Eſſence thereof? And 


* ſhall ſuch a Weakling as this, dunced in eve- 

0 {} ry Atom, within its own Sphere, pretend to 

determine in, or rule. over ſacred dus 3 

t which come out of the Boſom of God by Di- — 4 

4 vine Revelation, to be the Eternal Wonder A 

l, of Angels and Men? 

y It is own'd, That Reaſon, or rational 4 

- & £uments are of reat Uſe for ſtopping the 

8 Rake of Gainſayers, and that they are ſuf- 

n F ficient to beget a moral Sertainty of the Di⸗ 

vive Original of the Scriptures, . But Divi 8 

71 Faith, in the Nature of < 4 Thing, is an A - 

d ſent 1 upon the Teſtimony, of God himſelf ſp eak- TE». 

= ing in his Word, which layeth a Formation r! 

- | for the moſt certain Knowlege, and higheſt © * 4 

y | Evidence-of the Truth of what is thus re. 550 

n vesled. For it is as evident and certain, that © e- 

" | via God faith is true, as that the Whole is 

N £ eater than its Part. And the . - ſuf- = ra 
a r. ln themſclyes to | be the 1 01 1 
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God, by theit own * and the 
Illumination of the ſame Holy Spirit, which 
endĩted them (a). The Genius of a celebrated 
Author appears evident to the judicious in his 
Stile and manner of Writing. The skill of 
an ingenious Architect, or an accompliſhed | 
Limner diſtinguiſn their Performances from 
all others of the Kind. And every Man u- 
pon all occaſions ſatisfies his Neighbour, 
without any chain of moral Arguments, that 
It is he himſelf that converſeth with him, and 
not another Man. And ſhall we imagine, 
that the great God has not engraven ſuch 
Signatures of his Authority, Wiſdom, Ho- 
lineſs, Merey and Faithfulneſs upon his own 
Word, as do ſufficiently diſtinguiſh it from 
all other Writings whatſoever, and clearly e- 
vidence to all who are not under the Power of 
their natural Blindneſs and unbelief, that it is 
the Word of God and not of Man? And 
if Infidels and Unbelievers are ſenſible of no 
ſuch Evidence, doth it any mure diſprove 
what is advanced, than blind Men their 
not ſeeing the Light, will prove, that there 
is neither Light nor Sight among Men ? 

The Apoſtles of Chriſt, who were em- 

| ploy'd to convert the World, made no uſe 

of theſe moral Arguments, which ſome at 

this Day would ultimately reſolve our Faith F 
| | OP | Into 
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1 3 „ 
into. For we are aſſured by the Apoſtle 
Paul, That their Speech and their Preaching 1 Cor; 
3 was. not with enticing Words of Man's ii. 4 5- 
Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration ofthe Spirit and 
7 of Power, and that on purpoſe that the Faith 
of their Hearers ſhould not ſtand in the 
Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. 
And many illiterate Perſons have in all Ages . 
believed the Scriptures, to the ſaving of their 
Souls, who were never able to underſtand the 
Force of theſe Arguments. The Prophets of 
old delivered their Meſſage to the People of 
God, giving no other Reaſon for it, but, thus 
faith the Lord; and God himſelf did remit 
his ancient People, to the Evidence his Word 


C 
1 
. n - 
Xo 8 — 2 r 4 


- line e 


did give hy its own Light and Power, as ſuf- El 4 
ficient to diſtinguiſh it from all Impoſtures, 5 
Egek. xxiii. 26, — 29. The Prophet that _ 
bath a Dream, let him tell a Dream, and 
5 he that bath my Word, let him ſpeak my © 
5 Word faithfully ; what is the Chaff to the 4 
ir beat, ſaith the Lord ? Is not my Word like 1 
re Fire, ſaith the Lord, and like a Hammer : 
that breaketh the Mountains in Pieces? In 
like Manner our Lord Jeſus hath taught us . 
ſe A clearly in the Parable of the rich Man, That ae 
t if Men are not affected by the Evidence of xvi. 2 
h IF the Word it (elf, they would give no Credit 32. 
co to a Meſſenger from the Dead, nor be con- 
vinced by the moſt evident Miracles, or a- 
I ſtoniſhing Prodigies. 55 5 = 
1. 4. We are alſo taught in the holy Scriptures 
I That the Goſpel alone is the Word of Re- F 
conciliation ; and that human Reaſon: can 
ot learn from the Works of Creation ang 


\ . 73 4 


* 


12 


Providence, that God is reconcilable to Sin⸗ 
a Remedy Provided 


ners, and that there is 
for Sin. 


Ic is not pretended, That they could hays 


revealed this to Man in his Primitive State, 


and how can. they do it now, ſeeing they are 


ſtill the ſame in themſelves 2 We are ſure, that 
they revealed no ſuch Thing to Adam after 
the Fall, forthe fled from the Preſence of God 
to hide himſelf in the Thickers of Paradiſe. 
They manifeſt the Power of the Creator, and 
the Wiſdom of the Governour of the Uni- 


verſe, his eternal Power and Godbead, as the 3 


Apoltle expreſſes it. But they cannot reveal 
the Purpoſes of his Grace, and the free Acts 
of his Will; and of this Kind is his Recon- 
cilableneſs to Sinners. Natural Conſcience, 
and the Law, with the inbred Notions in the 


Rom. ii. Mind of Man, about God's Holineſs and | 


8. vindictive Juſtice *, * do all pronounce Wrath 
5: ugh _ againſt the Sinner; but know nothing of Par- 


Rom. i. don and Reconciliation, which is revealed 

32. only by the Goſpel, by which alone Men are 

Ack. xvii. called to Repentance. 

* Neither did Tradition, together wh the 
Works of Nature, reveal God's Reconcile- 
ableneſs to the Heathen, and that a Remedy 


was provided. For, ve are aſſured, that the 


World, by all the Advantages they enjoy'd 


x © + 25. it was neceflary to publiſh the Goſpel unto, 
them, as the only Means of their Salvation. 


"0p 


—— 


* . 


* See Pr. Owen an Eſal. 130. v. 4. 


. that way, knew not God, and that therefore 
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FS 13. 3 
9 Ind that, when 5 was revealed, they wers 
Io far from . me its ſpiritual Myſte= 
Fics, by their natural Powers and Abilities | 
F that they rejected it as Fooliſhneſs, and not, c _ xl 
Agreeable to their carnal Reaſonings. Was it; 


8 that by their natural Abilities, 4 


the Uſe of the Means that they had, _ 
Tould know that a Remedy was provided for 


Pin, and yet reproach it with Folly, when it 


as clearly revealed to them by the Goſpel? 


; And could they have an by true Knowledge of 
1 the incxorable Juſtice an 
God, and yer deſpiſe the only way of reconcile 


infinite Holineſs of 
ing their different Intereſts in the Croſs of 


Nuit ? And if they only imagined, that 


God paſſed as lightly over their Sins, as they 
Idid eee and that he might be appeas d 
by their Victims and Sacrifices, this would not 
Icy, that they knew God was reconcilable ta 
Sinners, but that they were groſly ignorant 
Aboth of God and of themſelves. Paul tells us, 
hat the Athenians, notwithſtanding all theit 
Study of Nature, and Knowledge in Traditi- 


Jon, were ignorant Worſhippers of the un- 


known God. And our Saviour aſſures us, 
That the Samaritans, who lived in the Neigh- 
Rbourkood of Fudea; and might therefore have 


Wknown.as much by Tradition as any other 


People, that yet they worſhipped they knew- 
not what; and ſhall we believe, that ſuch. as Ads zvill 
remain'd groſly i ignorant of the Nature of God, 23. 
were able to know his Reconcileableneſs to John ive | 
Sinners? * 


Let any ſober 1 but dr the extra- 


nt Fancies of 7 Balis and Demoeritus, as. 
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nities, in the Laws of Lycurgus, ſo much 


reconcileable to Sinners, and that there was a 


do be Heathens (a). 


ture, which evet̃y Man cannot but feel in him- 


1 4 _ 
* r A * 
5 * l * 
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7 % 


2 3 i 14 ? : ' Dix 
t the Origin of all Things, and of Arifote 172 
about the Eternity of the World; of Epicurus, ot 
and the Sticks, about Divine Providence ; 'R® 

and refle& upon the Obſcenities and Inhuma- # 


* 
7 
. 
N 
1 
Y 


fam'd among the Lacedemonians: And he 
cannot but be convinced that theſe Philoſo- ; 
phers were groſly ignorant of the eſſential Per- | 
ections of God; and if ſo, how could they 
themſclves, or the more unthinking Part of 
Mankind among them, come to know from 
all the Means that they had, that God was 


Remedy provided for Sin? Let Men there- 
fore, as Bernard faith, beware of going about 
to make. Plato and other Pagan Philoſophers, | 
Chriſtians, leaſt thereby they prove themſelves aſti 


I ſhall only further remark, that Divine | 
Revelation was neceſſary to Men in a lapſed 


State, for other Ends, than to teach them the 


Extent of the Law of Nature, and to inform 
them of the neceſſary Motives of their Obe- 
dicnce (). For it has been made evident by | 
the Defenders of revealed Religion, that be» Pn. 
ſides the neceſſary Motives of Obedience, 

many other Things were hid from the moſt 
attentive among the Heathen, ſuch as the O- e 
rigin of Sin, and of that Corruption of Na- 


ſelf, and obſerve in others; the Method of 
| "| 


— 1»„ 


(a) Bernard. Epiſt. 190. Weſt, Conf. Ch. 10. 81 1 


C) See Mr. Campbel Treatiſe of Enthuſiaſm. 
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the Rc God, without which the Pardon of Sin was 
1, hot ſo much as poſſible; and the Means and 
*© 3 anner of worſhipping God acceptably (c). 
aA nd it is certain, that to find out a way to 


lation of Juſtice, and to make the Pardon of 


lo- Sinners conſiſtent with the Holineſs of God's 
er- Nature, the Honour of his Laws, and his 


FHatred of Sin; was the Product of the Love, 
of Mercy, and manifold Wiſdom of God, and 
Þ* Myſtery which Angels look into with Won- 


vas ger and Praiſe, This is what the Moral Law 
S 2 Yould never poſſibly reveal, tho it commands 


out pel. And the Obſervation of the Moral- Law 
IS, alone, was not ſufficient to entail ral 


ine Law his Creator preſcrib'd to him (d). 
T | + ns 
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be- 4 | (c) See Mr. e e againſt Deiſm, and Dr. 


by Plark his Diſcourſe of natural and revealed Religi- 
Je» pn. (4) See a Diſcourſe concerning the prevailing 


Remarks are made upon Mr. C8 Pamphlet. 
oſt i ſhall only obſerve, That there is one Principle 
O- e takes for granted, and which ſeems to be the 


Pain Hinge of his whole Reaſoning in that Per- 
ormance, viz. That no Man can pbſſi bly become 
n Enthuſiaſt of a ſudden. Now whether Enthuſi- 


of | ſm be conſidered, as the Effect of pure Mechaniſm, . 


ex Pr of the Influence of a diabolical Spirit, I ſuppoſe, 
Ir may poſſibly employ all Mr. C -s Skill in 
he animal Oeconomy, and in the Nature and O- 
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$>piating our Guilt, and ſatisfying the Juſtice 


Exerciſe Mercy upon Sinners without the Vio- 


ns to aſſent to it, when revealed by the Gof- 


v 


aſting Felicity upon Man in his primitive - 
Mate, without a due regard to the poſitive © © 


vils of the preſent Times, wherein ſome ſolid . 


Perations of Spirits to prove it, that a Man may _ | 
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ewiſe taught in the ſacre® 1 


- Writings, That Men in a lapſed State, hav Mei 


* 


LJoſt all Ability and Power, to what is good, (er 
and that there is no eſtabliſned Connection her 


by divine Promiſe, betwixt the Works offs hat 
the natural Man, and ſaving Grace: | 


2 000 
The Sal vation of Sinners is accompliſhed Fa S; 


in a Way wherein God alone is honoured Pov 


Grace axalted, the Creature depreſs d, anWAnc 


all Boaſting excluded. But Men woul HAbi 


have whereof to glory, if they had natura The 


- Powers and Abilities to what is ſpirituallYof ( 
good, and by their own Improvement over 
them, made themſelves to differ from o Go 


7 1 2 


Ah. 2.1. e x oy | 
ru g. 7.are at enmity with God; and that they know An 


1 50 | _ 
The Apoſtle Paul aſſures us, That Mei Lo! 
In a natufal State, are dead in ſms; that they or 


/ 


à Cor, 2. not the things of the apt God. And, can feſs 
c Is | f 


it beſuppos'd, That Men dead and impoyicy 
tent in their Powers, at Enmity with GodWſhhur 
the Fountain of Grace in their Hearts, andWanc 
ignorant of their own Wants, and of Chriſt per 
in whom God's Purpoſes of Grate do cen dei 
ter and meet; are notwithſtanding able to fee! 
ſeek ſaving Grace, with Sincerity, andſſ eit 
Faith of being heard, and that without Hy-Yim 
pocriſy, - Formality, or Deceit in ſach Ad- er 
ureſſes to God? | The 5 


become an Enthuſiaſt in a few Days, as well as in thi 


the Courſe of ſome Years. But tho' the Subject he 101 


bas laid it, with that Evidence could be wiſhed,! 


treats: can be confirmed from moſt ſolid Tôpicks, 


yer, tilt ke make good, what is above obſervedy| * 


the Argument will not conclude in the Manner he 


in a Subject ſo weighty and important. (e) West. 
Conf. Ch. 9. $ 3. : ö | „ 


acreſf The ſame Apoftle deſcribes the State of 


* 
- 


hay Men before Converſion in the moſt moving 
dd, (Herms, There is none righteous, no not one, Rom. 3. 
Ctiot Where is none that under ftandeth, there is none 11, 1% 
ks oft hat ſeeket h after God. There is none that goth 
ood, no not one, And he tells us, That to be 
iſhed a Sinner, and to be without Strength or 
ured Power to do Good, go inſeparably together. 


an Hand that we ace not ſufficient by our own Rom. 4. 
/0ulWAbilities, ſo much as to conceive a, good ra 
turaY Thought in our Minds; and that the People a Cor. 3. 3. 
12ll}Yof God owe all the Good they do, 2 their 1 Cor. 13. 
at offgery Powers and Abilities to the Gra 
m o Bod, who worketh in them both to will and to 

o of his good pleaſure, In like manner, our 
Mei Lord Jeſus hath taught us, That without him, John 13. 
they or ſeparate from him, we can do nothing. 
know And his Followers, upon all Occaſions, pro- 
can feſs their own Weakneſs, and utter Inſufficzen- 
mpo ey to every thing ſpiritually Good, and their 

humble Confidence in his promiſed Grace 


> 


n 


= 1* 4 ch F 

6.29 
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andKand Strength alone, for enabling them to 8 


hriſtperform every commanded Duty. But, to _- 
cen N deſire ſaving Grace with Sincerity, and to 
e to] ſeek it with Faith of being heard, witbonz 
andi either Formality or Deceit, ſuppoſeth ant 
Hy-Yimplyerh ſome ſpiritual Emotions of Soul af- 

Ad. er God, the Fountain of all Grace, and 

The ſome Kind of Approbation of the Method of 
race, and its Conveyance though a cruci- 

$ fied Chriſt, all which are cerfainty good in 


vedg; I. ſhall add further, that it is plain God So 
c he hath inſtituted Means, and that he ordinar: 
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pl themſelves, and cannot be exerted; Wirhout 
e fome ſupernatural Abilities and Powers. 


- * & 4. 1 


„ 4 
2 Y * 


. 


* 


Taz 


Se f 


ly worketh Grace in the Heart inthe Uſe of 3 * 


them. And this is ſufficient to give Men Rd 


a probable Ground of Hope, that they may Shs 1 


all Men are bound to make the Glory of nd 
God their chief End, tho' yet they are called 
Herewith to purſue Happineſs in the Enjoy- 
ment of him. 6 OY 


Rom. 11. 
30. 


1 Cor. 10. 


381. 
2 Cor. 5. 


15. 


be bleſſed to them, as well as to others, M T 
and to encourage them to attend upon a So- Perv 
vereign God, in the Means of his own Ap- od 
pointment. 3 = Prim 
6. We are taught in the holy Scriptures, That nc 


ne 


The Apoſtle Paul confirms this Doctrine 
from that plain Topick, That God is the 
firſt Cauſe; and therefore he is the ulti- 
mate End of all Things. And he enjoyns it RF” 
as a neceſſary Duty, to direct all our ACti- i 
ons to his Glory, as our higheſt End; which Ko ei 


he enforceth from the ſtrongeſt Argument, Map 


Chriſt's dying for his People, that they th 
ſhould live, not to themſelves, but to himſelf art 
and his Glory, as their higheſt End, who be 
died for them, and roſe again. It is certain ng 


that Adam no ſooner received his Being, Mol) 


but he was obliged to love and obey his h a 
Creator, tho no Promiſe of future Happineſs | 
had been made unto him And as God made 
all Things for himſelf, and wiſely directs 


the inferior Creatures to anſwer the End 2 


ſame noble End, with the Author of their 


ſelf, as their higheſt and ultimate End. And | i 


of his Glorgy, fo it is the diſtinguiſhing f 4 
Character of reaſonable Creatures, acting as ., 
ſuch, of Council and Deſign to promote the 


Being, and to chuſe that which is beſt in it 
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t ſeems plainly to be the ſame Abſurdity, 
of Mo make a Creature it ſelf the End of its 
len Actions, as to make its own Will the Rule of 
21S, The Apoſtle Faul condemns thoſe who did 
So- Pervice to them, which by Nature are not 844, 
\p- ods; intimating, that religious Worſhip is „ 
Frimafrily founded upon the infinite Excel- Je. 10. 6, 
Encies of God, and what he is in himſelf.” 7. 
And both Moſes and the Prophets teach us 

he ſame Thing Wherefore a prevailling 
Reſpect to the Glory of God, in celebrating 

| His ſapereminent Excellencies is the chief 


Gal. 4. 8. 


ine Motive of religious Worſhip. And this 
the &oth manifeſtly eſtabliſh the Subject in 
ti Hand. (d) TT. FS 


* 


God has made Man capable of enjoying 
ai- Simſelf, and at his Creation, condeſ: coded | 
nich Yo encourage his Obedience by a Promiſe of 
ent, Mappineſs, which is renewed through Chrift 
hey M the Goſpel Covenant. It is therefore no 
ſelf Fare of the Chriſtian Scheme, that Men are 
vho be denied to their own Happineſs, and wil- 
tain ng to forgo it. What we . from the 
ng, Noly Scripture, is, that we are to love God 
his M a ſupreme Manner, and that we are to 
ne Y C2 loves 
ade 7 3 7 1 5 

eqs N * on ; 128 : of NY X 8 
End d) Quando objetum religioſt cultus aſſigno ens ſuſſici- 


iſimum, pariter ejuſdem judico -fungggrentum ; quod 


ung 1 abſo luta ſufficientia amnes omnino Ivens perfettio®  - 2 
g 28 , D'Vries Exercit. rat. p. 107. Preclare ipſe Epicu- 'Y 
the Fs apud Ciceronem, Tam eximiam eſſe ait, & preftans 3 | 
beir . ee P (Dei) ur en diet iſe pr fn ad,  * | 
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y or chiefly for the Proſpect of our own 
Jappineſs. And this is the very Sum of the 


Moral Law itſelf. ' The ever bleſſed God 


\ 
150 


n 


8 94 * 4 
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could love . above himſelf, and his 


own Glory, becauſe there was nothing good 
or great, and truly lovely beſides himſelf. 
It therefore flows from his own infinite Per- 
fection, that he loves himſelf in a ſupreme 
Manner, and it is his peculiar Glory to do ſo. 
Upon the other Hand for a' finite Creature, 
to be added by a Principle of ſelf. Love, 
that is to love nothing above itſelf, and what 


relates to itſelf, argues the greateſt Imper- 


fection and Depravation of Nature. For, it 
s to ſay, that there is nothing greater or bet- 


ter than itſelf, and what relates to itſelf, than 
which nothing can be more blaſphemous; 


or that a rational Creature afting as ſuch; 


| pray prefer a leſſer Good to a greater, than 


which nothing can be more abſurd. And fo 


true is it, that Self- love was the firſt Spring of 


Man' Apoſtacy from God; that his firſt Ad: 
| ances in teturning to God are made by 
W . 25 3ͥͤͥ¹vb | 


* y 


- (f) Wemuſt firſt conceive the Object lovely and 
excellent in it ſelf, before we can wiſh it kind and 
1 to us. Let us conſider how much we are 


"x ati 96 K er „ 
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in Love with e, Scipio, Sc. upon the bare Know. 
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Tedpe of their Virtues; altho' from them we derive 
no perſon:1 Advantage. Since there we pay ſo much 
iſintereſted Love, to ſome few faint and unrefin- 

d Vertues; tliat never did profit us, how much on 
ſach a Score and at that Rate, ſhould we love him, 
who fo poſſeſſes all Perfection, that each of his Per- 


4 


fe ctions is infinite? Mr. Beyle in bis Diſcourſe of Se- 
rapdick Love. . «A - e I's % 31s 17 4 Pi | 1 2 2 
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Self-denial. If Self love is acknowledged 
Þ be a leading Principle among dependent 


right Hand. An 


undergo his Sufferings. 


* 


ings, then it will follow, that there is ſuch 
an unintelligible Thing as 2 Creature made 
by God, and yet nor for God'and his Glo- 
ry, but for itſelf, and its own private In- 
tereſt ; that the Creature is its own ultimate 
Happineſs, as well as its,ultimate End ; ſee- 
ing no created Being, in a Courſe of Action, 


Can arrive at a greater Happineſs, than to 


attain 'the ultimate End of all its Actions. 


And to love God chiefly as good to us, is to 
love him chiefly for our ſelves, and fo tq 


love ourſelyes more than God; than which 


nothing can be more en and contradicta- 
xy to the Principles of 
natural or revealed. 


eligion, whether 
In ne, A prevailin reſpect to the Glory | 
of God, did moſt conſpicuouſly appear in the 
whole Courſe of our Redeemer's Obedience; 


who hetein has left us an Example, that we 
| ſhould. follow his Steps. It is a bold and 


daring Refle&ion upon oyr glorious Emma- 


muell, to fox, that he neither did, nor could 
- prefer G 


er God's Glory, to hir own greateſt Hap- 
Pineſs, his reigning gloxioully at Gods 
ad that a Reſpect to this 
his own Happineſs, was: the higheſt Prin- 
ciple, which moved him ta undertake and 


Vimknow, that for 


* 


the Joy ſet before Bim, 


But this did not mainly include the Exalta-: 
tion of his humane Nature, but the Glory f 
God manifeſted in the Salvation of th 
St and dee ee e 
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Counſels of God (g). It is certain that the 
4 Glory of God was the high and noble End, 
3 deſign d to be attained by the Obedience and 
CE * Death of the Son of God. And will any ad- 
venture to ſay, that the only wiſe God our 
Saviour, had not the higheſt Reſpegj to the 
Bigheſt and moſt noble-End ? No, we may 
alert it, that this is the Characteriſtick of 
fallen Angels and apoſtate Men, that remain 
in the Ruins of their natural State. Our 
Tord himſelf declares, that it was, becauſe. 
the Holineſs, Mercy, Juſtice and Faithfulneſs 
I "of Gad, could not be otherwiſe illuſtrated 
. m the Salvation of Sinners, than by the In- 
1 terpoſition of a Divine Perſon, that he volun- 
 tarlly acquieſced in the Will of the Father, 
do aſſume our Nature and to give his Life 
Pal. 40. J. a Ranſom for many. The Son of God, ag 
| Heb 10. ſuch, can receive no Addition to his Glory, 
5,7. becauſe it is infinite; and it was as the Son 
| of God, that, from Eternity he undertook 
to become the Son of Man, and to ſuffer. 
in our Nature. And the greateft Dignity, 
and Glory, the humane Nature is advanced 
to, doth conſiſt in and flow from its intimate 
Union with the divine Perſon of the Son. 
And there being in the Nature of Things an 
infinite Diſtance betwixt finite and infinite, 
it is plain to a Demonſtration, that the great, 
| 7 brd _— had never Pepe to, 
this hypoſtatic nion, upon any Motive. 
whatſoever, inferior to that of the Mani - 
e e 
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feſtation of the Glory of God, and of all the 


ſhining Excellencies of the Divine Nati 

in his undertaking Death and Mediation. 
And the ſame high Motive which moved 
our Lord Jeſus to undertake, influenced him 
to undergo his Sufferings. For, beſides that 
It is abſurd to imagine, that he undertook to 
ſuffer from one leading Principle, and under - 
went his Sufferings from another, we find 
him declaring in expreſs Terms, that he 
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ſought not his own Glory, as his higheſt John8.503 
End: And ſpeaking of it, in a very trium-Ichnz. 30 


Pphant Manner, as the moſt ſignal Fruit of 


his whole Miniſtry upon Earth, and of his 


approaching Death, (Jobn xvii. 4.) Father I 


bave glorified thee on Earth, I have fmiſhed the 
Mork which thou gaveſt me do. an FOI 


And curcher, it has been ſhown, That ge- 


nuine Love to God is ingrafted upon this very 
Principle, of a prevailing Reſpe& to the Glary 
of God; and none can doubt, that our Sa- 


viour's Love to his Father was moſt genuine 
and perfect. It has likewiſe been made appear, 
that a Reſpect to the Glory of God, in cele 


* 


brating his ſuper eminent Excellencies, is 


the chief Motive of religious Worſhip, and 


nothing is more certain than that out 


formed the moſt perfect Woxfſhip to God, H 


Lord Jeſus in his humane Nature, 


which he was inconceivabſy more glorified, 
than by the Obedience and Adoration of all 
the Hoſts of Angels, ſince ever the World be- 


* 


gan. All which make it very manifeſt, that + 


our Lord Jeſus, in undertaking and undergo» 


ing his Sufterings, and in the-whole Courſe of 


"Yom ; 


his Y « ; 
- * 
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his Obedience, was A; ad Gown: a. 1 
pes to the Glory of God. And in the. Lat 
of. theſe; he has left us a Pattern, to be follow- 


ed by us with Veneration, in the whole of our 
Chriſtian Courſe. 

I cannot, but upon this Ocvidſon obſerve, , 
that they have done but ſmall Service to Man- 
kind, who Have laid the Foundavion of moral 
Virtue (a), in an inordinate Self- love, a Vice 

. ber e both by natural and revealed Reli- 
gion ! It were a laudable Deſign, no doubt, to 
romote Religion and Virtue among Men, 

prone being abſolutely neceſſary to our Hap- 
pineſs, both in a preſent and future State. But 
why ſhould not we found it, upon its own 

proper Baſis and Foundation, laid open to e 


very Capacity in the Scriptutes of Truth? 


For, if Morality is not ingrafted upon the 
Principles of the Goſpel, if it do not proceed 
from a regenerating Work of tlie Holy Spirit, 
and from a ſupreme Love to God, and a Re- 
Jpe& to his Authority and Wil, made known 
— us by his Law; and if it is not animated by 
daily Influences from Chriſt, the Head of his 
Body the Church; it is not Goſpel Holineſs, 
nay nor any Thing elſe but a wild Chimæra, 
that exiſts no where but in ſome verboſe and 
airy Harangues upon theſe Subjects. And fo 
Imaginary 1 IS. "© Superſtru&ure, and no Won- 
der 1: be ſuch, Among thoſe who have the Be- 
nefit of Divine Revelation, that the A 
ure not agreed among themſelves ah At 
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| publick Good (#), and others in Self- love and 


„ private Intereſt. e „ 

* We are likewiſe taught in the Holy Scrip- 

- | tures, that Chriſtian Congregations have a 

IC Right to elect their own Paſtors and Overſeers. 

: Their Right in this, appears from the Elec- 

3 tion of Matthias Ads 1. who, tho he was to bear 

— an extraordinary Character, yet, as he was to be 

al an Officer in the Church of Chriſt; he had the 

e | Choice and Conſent of the Church, that his E- 

[= lection might be a Precedent. in future Ages: 

0 It is true, they did not nominate the indivi- 

n, dual Perſon, but this was, not becauſe they 

— ff were not the Source of Election, but becauſe 

it God's immediate Determination of one of the 

n Io they had choſen, was neceſſary to conſtitute 

bo the Character of an Apoſtle, whoſe Call to that 

2 Office behoved to be ſome Way immediate. 

ie And Chriſtian Congregations, by Apoſto- 
49 lical Practice, have Right to chuſe their Dea- 

= cons, the Diſtributers of their Charity, be- 

— cauſe of their Intereſt therein; and therefore 483 6 
ti they onght much more, to enjoy this Privilege 
y in the Choice of their Paſtors, unto whom they _ 
TS 3 - it the Inſpection and Care of their Souls. 

„ It is long ſince Belarmine objected, that this 

A Argument doth not conclude, becauſe greater 

d ' Knowledge is required to judge of the Quali- 

0 fications of Paſtors, than of Deacons. Bur we 

— find trom the Context, that they were to Joo 

— out for Men, that were of Wneſt Report, full 

8 of the Holy Ghoſt, and of Wiſdom ; and theſe are 

8 main Branches of the Scripture Character oß 
1 'D Pastors 
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Pattors,” And lering alk Chart: of Chriſt; are 
theſe, to whom the Myſter ies of the Kingdom 


of Heaven arr revealed, when they* are hid 


from the wiſe and prudent, they may be ſup- 
poſed in ſome Meaſure qualified, to chuſe theſe 


who are to diſpenſe theſe Myſteries among them. 
And if they happen to fall into Miſtakes, they 


may be remedicd by the Presbytery, who have 


a Right to try and to judge of the Qualifica- 
tions of the Candidates for that ſacred Office, 
and in whom alone the Power of Ordination 
reſides. And it is plain, that the Right of E- 
lection, naturally reſides in them that have 


the greateſt Intereſt in the Perſon choſen. 


One Diogenes perhaps had more Skill to chuſe 
fit Magiſtrates, than all the Athenians, yet 
the Right of Election was not in him, but in 
the Athenians: themſelves, becauſe of their 
common Iutereſt in their Governors. And 
our Lord tells us, That bis People know 
his Voice, and follow hin, and commands them 


to t᷑ry the Spirits whether they are of God; and 


to beware of falſe Prophets. All which ſup- 


poſe, that he hath furniſhed his Church, with 
neceſſary Abilities to chooſe ſuch as are to be 


ſet over them in the Lord. 


And farther, this Principie 1s © WY 


from the Practice of the Apoſtles Paul and 
Barnabas, their ordaining Presbyters by the 
Suffrages of the Churches, over which they ſer 


them. Ads xiv. 8 1 be Word x4$970yprorres 
had 
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had its Riſe from the 7. G of the 
Grecians, who in their Election of Magiſtrates 
- uſed to give their Suffrages by ſtretching out 
their Hands. Ame ſius ſays, That Bellarmine 

himſelf owns, that this of electing by Suffra- 
ges is the only proper and native Significati- 
on of the Word (a). It is true, not withſtand- 
ing of this Conceſſion, he would have 11 
to be put for yegoIng:a. But a juuicious 
Proteſtant anſwers (6), That if this had been 


the Caſe, the Evangeliſt had been a Barbarian 


to theſe he wrote unto; for at that Time 
the Word was not fo uſed in any Author, whc- 
ther ſacred or profane. 
It is maniteſt, that this was the receired 
Principle of the Chriſtian Church, in its firſt 
and pureſt, Ages (c); and of this Church both 
in ancient and later Times. From the Year 
205, when this Nation firſt profeſſed the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, till the Time of Palladius, our 
Paſtors were choſen out of the Monks . 
Culdees by the Suffr ages of the People (d). 
And this was maniteſtly the Principle of our 
Retormers 00. and of Calvin 4. * and other 
. rene. 
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E others tender the Word. 
And Doctor Hill tells us, That this Text, among others, 
was corrupted by the Revifers of our Engliſh Tran- 
(lation. 
(4) Bellarm. Enerv. p. 97. (b) Mr. Bowles. 
(e) See Sir Peter King his Enquiry into the Con- 
ſtitution of the primitive Church. 
(d) Boet hius Lib. 7. c. 128. Sir Fame Dark 
> ER . i 
(e) See Buchan. Lib. F . 
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„ 
great Men in the reformed Churches abroad. 
This Church has declared her Sentiments for 

the Right of Chriſtian Congregations in this 
Particular, in her Books of Diſcipline, and 
Acts of Aflembly (a); and fo have other re- 
formed Churches in their Confeſſions and Ca- 
nons of Diſcipline (b). 5 Ts 
From all which it is very manifeſt, that 
It is altogether unlawful and unwarrantable in 
any Church, to deprive Chriſtian Congrega- 
tions of that Power, to which they have both 
a Divine and natural Right, and to lodge it 
in Heritors as ſuch. And for the ſame Rea- 
ſons we mult look upon Patronages as an hea- 
vy Grievarce (c), and which of late is be- 
come more inſupportable than ever. And for 
this, we have not our moſt gracious and only 
rightful Sovereign K. George to blame: Nay nor 
the Law itſelf ſo much as the Conduct of ſome 
of our own ſudicatories inferior or more ſupreme, 
It were therefore to be wiſhed; that we would 
prudently improve the Advantages offered 
us by the Law in the mollifying Act 1719: 
And likewiſe make the beſt we can of the 
Right reſerved by the Patronage- act itſelf in 
Terms of the Act 1690, unto Chriſtian Con- 
gregations to aſſent to, or diſſent from the 
Perſon nominate by the Patron, and the Rea- 
"ſons of Diſſent to be judged by the Presby- 
: rery 
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(a) See Acts of Aſſembly December 20. 1 560, and 
Act of Aſſembly 1 562 cited, Account of rr 
In Scotland. p· 2. and Ads of Aſſembly 16 » 1649. 
' (6) Sep Fus Popyli D. vium, &c, by Mr, Carry. 


Ce) See Park upon Patronages. 


T3 | 
tery of the Bounds. "A why mould we not | 
in the moſt humble Manner repreient this 
Grievance to our gracious Sovereign, who, as 
the Father of his People, will, no doubt, rake 
Pleaſure in doing us Kindneſs, : and in relievin 
ſuch a conſiderable Body of his Subjects, as is 
the Church of Scotland, moſt firmly attached 
to his Majeſty's Intereſt, and to the Proteſtant 


Succeſſion in his moſt illuſtrious Family; from a 


what is moſt grievous and afflicting to her, 
and which if continued, muſt very ſoon ue 
in her utter Ruin and Deſolation? - 
II. We now proceed to ſhew what is im 

ed in this Duty of contending earneſtly for the 
Faith, The Word in the firſt Language we 
obſerved is exceeding ſtrong, ſignifying to con 
tend as in an Agony, or with the greateſt In- 
tention of Mind. And our thus contending 
tor the Faith, - 
II. Importeth, That the Doctrine of the Faith | 
Jin Chriſt, is moſt precious and valuable in it 
ſelf. Hence we are commanded o buy the 
Truth and not to ſell it at any Price, as be- 
ng a moſt invaluable Treaſure. Goſpel Truth 
s an Emanation from the Father of Lights, 
anifeſting the eſſential Perfections of the ſu- 
dreme Being i in the cleareſt Manner, and un- 
Folding the free Purpoſes of his Will, and the 
iſteries of his Grace and Love. The Great 
od our Saviour aſſumed our Nature, that 
e might purchaſe the Bleſſings exhibited and 
onveyed by this Word of Truth, that he 

ight bear witnels to the Truth, and inſtruct 

Sin ir; And by the Miracles he wroughe in 


Death, 


Life and the Blood he pour d out at his FR oe Il 


18. 
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VV 5 
Death, he gave us the ſtrongeſt Confirmations 


ol it. And the nobleſt End, the Glory of 


xvi 


God in the Salvation of the Souls of Men, is 
advanced or impaired, as we retain it, or let 
it flip. For it is the great Mean of the Re- 
. novation and Sanctification of our Natures 


— iii. of Fellowſhip with God here in Duties and 


Ordinances, and to direct and prepare us for 


Rem. i. 6. the full Enjoyment of him hereatter. And 


therefore the Defence of the Goſpel is not a 
trivial, but the moſt weighty and honourable 
Cauſe, we can poſſibly be engag'd into. _ 
2. It importeth, That the Truth as it in fe- 
ſus, hath had many Enemies in all Ages, 
who have endeavoured to bear it down, and 


to oppoſe ſuch as maintained it. Satan itirr'd 


up Hymeneus and Alexander, and other Ad- 
verfaries, to oppoſe the Goſpel of Truth 
preached by the Apoſtle Paul, and we find 
him (Ad. xx. 29.---) warning the Elders of 
Epbeſus ot their Danger that way. And the 
Apoſtle 7obn penn d his Goſpel, as for 
other Reaſons, ſo with a particular View, 
to confound the Errors of Cerimthus and 
the Ebijonites, of the Nrcolaitans and 
Gnaſtieks, which even then began to ſpread 
in the Church. The Hereſie of- Ebion and 


Cerinthus, ſubycrting that great Truth off 


our Lord's Deity, was afterwards reviv'd by 
Arrius and others. Neſtorius attack'd the L- 
pity of his Perſon, and Eutychus the D iſt inc: 
tion of his Natures. And Noetus with his 
Diſciple Sabellius, deny'd three diſtin& Pei 
ſons in the Godhead, and affirm'd they wer 
but three Names. But as Inſtances of Ka 
| ILY 3 : ort 
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Sort are innumerable, ſo we are aſſur d that they 
made their firſt Advances by Fraud and Di 
ſimulation; our Apoſtle tells us, they crept in 
wuawares ; and it is well known, with what 
Violence and Perſecution they manag'd Mat- 
ters, when it was in the Power of their 
Hands. 78 A ee 4 
3. This earneſt Contention implieth ſome con- 
ſiderable Strength, whereby to maintain the 
Conflict, with ſuch powerful Adverſaries. Our 
Strength for this, as likewiſe for every Duty, 
conſiſteth in the Vigour of inward Grace, a- 


nimated by daily Supplies from our exalted 


Head, Chriſt Jeſus. Such as the Knowledge, 
Faith and Love of the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, 


diſcovering themſclves in a Holy and Cht- 


ſian Life. And this Strength we mult ex- 
ert and put forth, in enduring all Conflicts for 
the Cauſe of Truth, and in uſing all appoint- 
ed Means for its Preſervation and Defence. 
And all this muſt be manag'd in a Depen- 
dence upon Chriſt for Strength and Suffiei- 
ciency, for it is only, if we begin all in his 
Name, and proceed in his Help, that we 
may hope to end for his Praiſe. And this 
leads me to the Third general Head propos d, 
namely to diſcourſe briefly of the Means, in 
the Uſe of which the Followers of Jeſus are 
obliged in their different Characters, to con- 
tend tor this Faith of the Goſpel ; And. 
1. Chriſt ian Magiſtrates in their Characters, 


are to maintain and defend the Faith in Chriſt. 
We do not mean, that they are to propagate 
Iche Religion of jeſus, by Sword, Fire and 
raggot. But that Chriſtian States are to em- 


25 


—F 8 : 
ploy their Power and Authority, for ſupport of 
the Worſhip and Service of God, as well as for 
regulating our Behaviour to our Fellow-Crea- 
tures. Both Precepts and Examples under the 
Old Teſtament, are ſtrong and clear to this 


Purpoſe; and theſe were not temporary Laws, 


but founded upon perpetual and moral 
Grounds, ſuch as the Peace of Societies, the 

Good of Men's Souls; the Duty of all de- 
pendent Beings, to pay Homage to their 

Creator, in the Manner himſelſ has preſcrib'd; 
and the Duty of all Magiſtrates, the Mini- 
ſters and Delegates of the great God, to vin- 
dicate and maintain his Honour among Men. 

Was it not a moral and binding Duty upon 
_ Adam, . Abel, Enoch, and the ancient Patri- 
.archs, Magiſtrates and Princes, in their nu- 
merous Families, to reſtrain their Children 
and Servants, from blaſpheming God, break- 
ing his Sabbaths, and a prophane Neglect of his 
Worſhip, as well as from oppreſſing one an- 
other? Fob tells us, that in his Time, Idola- 
try and Contempt of God was a Crime pu- 
niſhed by the Judges, no leſs than Injuries 
done to their Fellow- Creatures. (Fob xxxi) 
Now Job lived before the Days of Moſes, and 
therefore this Law, whieh was in Force in his 
Time, could not be borrowed from the Ce- 
remonial or Judicial Law, but muſt be look d 
upon as Moral in its Nature. And we find 
it foretold of Chriſtian Magiſtrates, that they 
ſhall protect the Church of Chriſt, as a Fa 
ther his Children; which muſt imply, th 


taking Care of the Worſhip of the true God 
and maintaining in their own Station, tht 
| 9 Truth 


ö LC LL 
Truths of the Goſpel. For 1 Gover- 
nors take Cate of what relates to humane 
Society, as well as Chriſtian Magiſtrates. 
And —_ they are to reſtrain Men, from 
doing Miſchief to one another, why not from 


| Impiety againſt God, and Contempt of his 


Worſhip ; without a regard to which, Peace 


and Honeſty can no more ſubſiſt among pro- 


feſſed Chriſtians, than a Building can ſtand 
without a Foundation ? No doubt Magi- 
ſtrates have miſtaken Error for Truth, and 


made a bad Uſe of their Power upon many 


Occaſions. Bur, if the Abuſe of a Power 
take away the lawful Uſe of it, Mankind will 


be in a ſtrange and unheard of Situation! 
And it will be own'd, that private Perſons 


may miſtake Error for Truth, as well as Men 
in Authority, and yet they are enjoin'd by the 


Spirit. of God, to receive none into their 


Houſes, who bring falſe Doctrine, (2 Ep. 

0. 10.) under the Pains of being Partakers of 
their evil Deeds. And may not the 2 
Magiſtrate by the ſame Rule, exclude Here- 
ticks and Seducers from all Houſes within his 
Dominions? But I am not to enter upon 
this Argument, only J muſt add, that it 
ſeems to be a Principle chocking to common 
Underſtanding, that Chriſtian States muſt 
tolerate Blaſphemers and Seducers, to turn a- 
way their deareſt Friends and beſt Subje&s 
from the Faith, to the Ruin of their Souls, 
without any Reſtraint, but by exhorting 
them to refrain from it. However, this is 
but a meer Amuſement, common to all that 


8 innovate in the Faith, by which they ſeem to 


mean 


Es ) 


mean nothing more, — that their own. -Li- 
berty is not to be abridg'd, whatever become 
ol every Mans elſe. The Arians ſeemed to 
be great Friends to Toleration, and Patriots 


of 5 yet when they got Power in their 


Hands, they raiſed a more hot Perſecution a- 


gainſt the Orthodox, than any of the Pagas 


Emperors did againſt the Chriſtians. Atha- 
uaſius deſcribes at large their more than beaſt» 
ly Cruelty, againſt all Sexes and Ages; and 
| concludes, that he ſaid leſs than their Inhu- 
marlity deſery'd, becauſe it exceeded all Ex- 
1 Oh 

2. The. Miniſters of Chriſt,are i in an eſpecial 
a Manner called upon, to maintain and deſend 
Eph. iv. the Purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine. They 
it, 14. are placed by Chriſt in his Houſe for the De- 
fence of the Goſpel; and were given to the 
Church, for this End, among others, that the 
Flock of Chriſt might not be toſſed to and fro, 
and carried about with every Wind of Doct- 
rine. And they are to maintain the Dodrine 

of the Faith in Chriſt, 
1. By preaching the Things which become 
ſound Doctrine, and taking Care to have their 
Tit. ii. 1. Hearers eſtabliſhed in the Truth as it is in 
1Thel. iii. Jeſus, And, according to the A poſtle's Ex- 
Aa. xx. hortation to the Elders of Epheſus, they are 
29. 30, 3l. to watch themſelves, and give Warning to 
Tir. i. 5. their People of the Attempts of Seducers, who 
creep in craſtily, and ly in wait to deceive. 
And by ſound Doctrine they are to exhort 
and convince Gainſayers, retuting their, per- 
verſe Tenets from the Holy Scriptures, the on- 
ly Foundation and Rale of our Faith. __. R 
2. It 


ſirſt Synod, which met at Le in the 
Days = the Apoſtles, the 


miniſterial Communion, 


plainly ſuppoſeth, that a Form or Summary 
drawn up and compoled; and none can better 


Chriſt aſſembled for that End, and acting in 


out ſame Standard, by which their Soundnels „ { 


6 4. occluryit—toties neceſſe eſt fateamur, eum de- 


7 * 1 


2. „ 1 likewife Lace 8 to Goſpel 8 
aſſembled in Synods, in the Name of Chriſt, 
the only Head of the Church, to determine 
Articles of Faith from the Holy een, 
and to condemn the Errors which are Proady 


This is confirm'd from the Example of the 


ing in their own Times. 


Acts xv. 


ecrees of which 

were delivered to, and received by all the 
Churches. And their Determinations found-, T;m, i: 
ed on the Scriptures, are to be Standards and 13. 
Teſts ot Soundneſs in the Faith, to which they 

are to take all engaged, whom they admit to 

The Apoſtle Paul 

tells us, that it is the Duty of Miniſters to 

hold faſt the Form of ſound (a) Words, which 


of the Chriſtian Faith, may warrantably be 
pndertake this Work than the. Miniſters of 


the manner he has preſcribed. in his Word. 
And further, according to the Apoſtle's Di- 2 Tim. ii. 
rectöry, none are to be ordained to the Mini- 2: 
ſtry, = ſuch as are faithful Men (Þ), Who . * 
hold faſt the faithful Word, and are found in 
the Faith; and this cannot be obſerved with- 


E 2 „ 


. 2 3 * 


* — 


3 vid. Leigh crit ic. ſacr. 0 5) Sete ay$gw Tug. 
lot iencunque pro  bomine Cbriſtiano vocabulum wis©- 


- notare, qui credit, aut ſ dem adbibet Deo, ut Job. 20.29. 
e. miſcel. L. 1. c. 19. 


= = 
is to be tried. No doubt 4 Scriptures them- 
ſelves, are the only Foundation and Rule of 
Faith, and it all that profeſſed a Regard to 
them, underſtood them im the ſame Senſe, 
there were no Occaſion for any other Teſt of 
Orthodoxy. But this was not the Caſe in 
the very Days of the Apoſtles, and far leſs 
can it be expected now. We find (Acts viii.) 
that before Philip admitted his young Con- 
vert, ſo much as to Chriſtian Communion, he 
required of him a Confeſſion of his Faith; and 
it was not ſufficient for him to ſay, that he 
believed the Old Teſtament, the only Canon of 
Scripture then extant, to be the Word of God; 
this was acknowledged by the Prieſts, and all 
the Jews, who notwithſtanding crucified the 
Lord of Glory; but he profeſſes his Faith as 
to the Senfe and Meaning of the Scriptures, 
that the ancient Propheſies, Types and Pro- 
miſes, were all now accompliſhed in Jeſus of 
Nazareth; that he was ſeſus à Saviour from 
Sin and irs direful Effects; that as to Office 
he was the Meſſiah, and as to his Perſon he 
Was the Son of the Father, by an eternal, ne- 
ceſſary, and ineffable Generation. I ſhall on- 
ly turther obſerve, That by the foreſaid apo- 
ſtolical Directory, none were to be admitted 4 
| to the inferior Office of Deacons, bur ſuch as 
I Tim, iii, held the Myſtery of the Faith in à pure Con- 8 
2 ſcience. And this confirmeth our Argument ? 
4 | as to Miniſters, who bear a ſuperior Character 
1 in the Church. From all which it appears, | 
1 that Goſpel Miniſters are enjoined by their a 
B Lord and Maſter, to admit none to bear Of- a 
5 fice in his Houſe, but ſuch as give all neceſ- 
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ſary Satisfaction, as to the Soundnels of their 


quity by a Law. And is it therefore fit, that 


Faith; which cannot poſſibly be done with- "2 
out ſome Teſt or Standard for that Purpoſe. 
Rufinus (c) and ſome ot the Ancients have 
advanced, that the Apoſtles: made a Creed 
before they ſeparated. But whatever be. of 
this, it is certain that the Council of Nice and 


| others upon the like Occaſions, found it ne- 


ceſſary to compole Confeſſions of their Faith, 
and to exclude ſuch from Miniſterial Com- 
munion, who retus'd to ſubſcribe and acknow- 
ledge them. And this Conduct cannot be 
loaded with impoſing new Terms of Commu- 
nion, ſeeing, as has been ſhown, it is war- 
ranted from the Holy Scriptures. And no 
"Man's Right can poſſibly be invaded, nor the 
Liberty of his Conſcience be infring'd, by hin- 
dering him to preach the Faith which he doth 
not believe, or from venting pernicious Prin- 
ciples to his own Condemnation, and the 
Ruin of others. For no Man can poſſibly 
haye any better Right to reproach the Author 
of his Being, and ſeduce his Fello w- creatures 


from the Truth as it is in Jeſus, in which John xvii. 


their Lite and eternal Felicicy is wrapt up, 3. 


than he can have a Right ro defame, oppreſs, 
or murder his Neighbour, - We know that 


Councils have err d; and ſo have civil Mags.” 
ſtrates in laying down Rules for human So- 
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ciety, the: Spartans permitted their Youth to 


Steal, and other States have eſtabliſhed Ini- 


we 
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Ve have no Lays as to ſocial Life, till we get 
mfallible Legiſlators? And tho' Church-ju- 


dicatories are fallible, yet the Holy Scriptures 


upon which they are to proceed, are an infal- 
lible Rule, both perfect and plain in all Things 


Conduct, they may lay Claim to the infallible 
Promiſc of the Holy Spirit of God, to lead 
them into all Truth, and to guard them a- 
gainſt dangerous Miſtakes. And this,we think, 


to pay a duc Regard to their juſt Power and 

3. Miniſters of the Goſpel met in Church- 
judicatories, are likewiſe to infli& Cenſures, 
upon Seducers and falſe Teachers. The Serip- 


ture is plain as to this, Lit. iii. 10. An Here- 
vick, after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, re- 


Nerf. And Gal. i. 9. If any Man preach any 
nber Goſpel unto you, than that ye hawe re- 
teivel, iet bim be acrurſed. According to this 


Keule the Apoſtle Paul delivered Hymeneus and 


Alexander to Satan, that they might learn 
not ro blaſpheme. And we find that the 
- Chinrch of Pergamas is blam'd for tolerating 


them, that held the Doctrine of Balaam and 


del the Nicolaitans, and Thyatira is condemn'd 
(or ſuffering Jezebel to reach. Whereas R- 


#s is commended for her Zeal in cenſuring 


ſuppreſſing falſe Teachers. From all which 
dt is manifeſt, That Church-judcatories ought 


to infli& Cenſures upon falſe Teachers adequate 


to the Crimes which have been found proven 


neceſſary to Salvation. And if they are ſingle 8 
nn their Aims, humble and ſelſ-denied in their 


xs ſufficient to animate and encourage Chriſt's 
-, Servants to do their Duty; and to oblige all 
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. 1 
againſt them: And that in order to bring 
them to a deep and ſerious Exerciſe of Repen 


tance. for their Sin and Impiety, to ſhew -the 
'Church's Abhorence of the Errors they have 
yented, to vindicate Truth and the Honour et 


God, and to brand Error with Infamy in ber- 
rorem to others. 1 


I ball only add further, that Miniſters in 
their Character are Witneſſes to the Truth, 
(Adds xxvi. 16, 22) And therefore when the 


Truths of God axe ſubverted, they are to ſup- 
port them by the Word of their Teſtimony, 


whatever Sufferings they may be expos d to 


upon that accuunt. John the Beloved Diſci- 


ple was baniſhed to the Ifle Pasmos for the 
Teſtimony of Jeſus, Rev. i. where he had the 
moſt refreſhing Fellowſhip with God, and was 
made moſt uſeful to the Church in After- ages, 
both by his Writings and Sufferings there. 
But, | & 


3. All the Saints, all private Chriſtians, ave 


rofdefend theſFaith, in the Uſe of ſome Meats, 
in common with thoſe that are in Power and 


Authority. And, | 
1. According to the Apoſtle Paul his. Di- 


rect ion to the Philippians, chap. i. 27. they 


are to ſtrive together for the Faith of the.Goſ- 
pel, by leading holy Lives, and maintaining a 


Converſation ſuitable to the Goſpel of . Chyift. 


| "And the ſame Apoſtle afſures us, that if e 
who have believed in God are not careful o 


maintain good Works, their Knowledge of 


Chriſt is but barren and unfruitful, than which Tit. 3. 8, 
nothing can be a greater Reproach to their! - 
Proſeſſion, nor an higher Indignity done the 


v 
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ut to fulfil it. 


2. They are to pray for the Succeſs of the 
Faith againſt Error, that the Word of the Lord 
may have free Courſe, and be glorified; that 

Mat. 9. for this End God would ſend forth Labourers 


Eph. 6. 
19 


38. into his Harveſt; and that when the Truths of 
2 Theſ. 3. God are attacked and ſubverted,Utterance may 


1. be given to the Miniſters of Chriſt to /peak | 


boldly as they ought to ſpeak. Private Chri- 
Ktians: who can thus prevail with God, ſhall 
be- uſeful Inſtruments in contending for the 
Faith of Chriſt, which hath obtained greater 


Victories againſt Error by Prayer than Diſpu- 


3. They are to confeſs the Truth, when 


called unto it. The Apoſtle Paul tells ns, that 


Rom. 10. it is not enough to believe with the Heart, but 


| to. tat like wiſe with the Mouth we muſt confeſs | 


Chriſt and his Truth. This Confeſſion of him 
importeth in it a Profeſſion of him and his 
. Goſpel, in the Face of Oppoſition and Ene- 
mies; and to this we are encouraged by the 


lat. x6, ſtrongeſt of Arguments; for our Lord faith, 
31. +J/hoever ſhall confeſs me before Men, him wit 


I confeſs alſo before my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. On the other Hand, we are warned, 
2 Tim. 2.that if we deny bim, be will alſo deny us. 


12. 4. By ſuffering for the Truth of the Goſpel. 


| The - Apoſtles rejoiced that they were counted 
Ad 5. wort hy to ſuffer Shame for the Name of Chriſt. 


Ads 21, And Paul was ready not only to be bound, but | 


gi. To die at Feruſalem for the Name f * 
And the primitive Chriſtians 700k joyfully the 


| Heb. 10. ſpoiling of their Goods, and loved not their Lives 
3 7 > | | | unte 
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dhe Lord Jeſus, who came not to doſtroy the Law, 
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lary Piety 
tyrs in all Periods of the Church. I T thatl on- 
iy upon this Occaſion put you in Remem- 


brance of the great 22 noble Argyle, the 


worthy Wuriſtoun, and the eminent Mr. G- 
#brie, once a bright Light in this Place, from 
which I have the Honour, in che Name « 
Chriſt, to addreſs you. 

I ſhall now conclude this Dilcourſs by er- 
horting all that love our Lord Jeſus in Sinaeri- 


25, in their 1 Characters, to contend car 
neſtiy for the Faith once delivered to the Saints: 
And in particular, my Reverend Brethren: ani 


Fathers, let us who bear the honourable Cha- 
racer of the Miniſters. of Jeſus, be encourags 
od in this necaſſary Duty, when we conſider, 
1. That our Lord has — us bis Ho- 


ly Spirit to kad us into all Truth, John xvi. All 


to be with us, in the great Work he has u- 
led us w be employed into, and in all the 


Conflicts we may be — into for his Cauſe 


NS uh Paites, ber f on ſi 
his Faithfulneſs, that if eve . 
— him, we hall alſo reign with him; and © 
that if we Keep the Mord 57 bis Patients, the 

1 keep us in the Hour of Temptation; and 
in the Iſſue give us a Crown of Life, and the 
Foſſeſſion of 4 2K ingdom that cannot be moved.” 
2. Let us conſider; that Errors and Here- 
Res are moſt deſtrudtive and pernicidu t the 
Souls of Men; Pam enumerates them among 


the Mörks of the Fleſb, which exclude Men Gal. 5: 5 


fora the 1 of 4 ; Peter calls them 20, 44. 
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damnable Herefies, which entait upon the Pro- 
moters and Propagators of them ſwiſt and etev. 


Bal Perdition; and Jude in the Context ſays 


_ of: Seducers, that they are wandring Stars, to 
whom is reſerved the Blackneſs of Darkneſs 
for ever. They only delude themſelves who 


imagine (a), that Errors are not damnable, 


| becauſe they are the Effect of a miſtaken 


Judgment, and not of a vicious Mind: Fot 
Error never yet lodged any where elſe, but 
in a vicious Mind; and Paul's miſtaken Judg- 
ment did not make him innocent in reproach- 
ing the Son of God; he himſelf owns after his 
Converſion, that in ſo doing he was injurious; 
4 Blafphemer, and the Chief of Sinners. And 
certainly every Sin, and eſpecially this, which 
is here affirmed to be of the moſt heinous 
Nature, * deferveth' eternal Damnation. 


3. Let us conſider, that of the Mercy of | 
God, the Day-ſpring from on high did vifit 


this Land, in an carly dawning of Goſpel 


Light (6); and that the Hand of God did 
moſt remarkably appear, in beginning and 
carrying on our glorious Reformation to as 
*preat a Pitch of Purity in Doctrine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government, as any reformed 


Church whatſoever. And let us farther re- 
ee e eee 


* —_— — 
- 7 * mg —B ae 


| (4) Chubl's Trad of perlecution. 
_ (8) Our Hiftorian Buchanan ſays, Scott ex Difcipulis 
Joannis Apoftoli, Chriſtianiſum edo#i ſunt. Lib. 5. And 


Tertullian, a Writer in the ſecond Century, ſays, 
Edangelium fuit diffuſum in omnes orbis partes, etiam in 
Britanniam ieſq; eamque-inſule partem, ad quam Roma- 

ne vires nunquam penetrariut . Lib. contra Judeos-. 
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League, to maintain Purity of Doctrine, to 


faithfully to Poſterity. 
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mefits, and the inviolable Ties we are dier, 
by our -Covenants, National and ſolemn 


promote Reformation in our reſpe&ive Stati- „ 
ons, and to walk cloſely with God. And that > 
the Truths of God are a ſacred Depofitum,- "EY 
1 Tim. vi. 20. committed to our Truſt by our 
Lord and Maſter; and that they have been 
handed down to us by the Blood and Trea- __ 
ſure of the greateſt Saints, and moſt eminenc _ 
Patriots for Religion and Liberty; and that + 
therefore we muſt look upon ourſelves as oblig - 1 
ed, in the moſt vigorous Manner, to preſerve A 
them pure and intire, and to tranſmit them | 
And that we may manage this Work tie 
more ſucceſsfully, let us receive the Doarige-of f 
Faith in Chriſt by a Divine Faith, founded, 
upon the Authority and Veracity of GGW 
ſpeaking in his Word (a), And let us con- Tim. x 
tend for the Faith of the Goſpel with Meek- 24, 25. 
neſs and Chriſtian Temper; and in a regulae 
and orderly Manner, every Man, whether 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, or private Petfons, 
acting that Part only, which God has preſcrib- — 
ed in his Word. Let us be ſingle in at 
Ends in all our Undertakings, eſpecially theſe. 8 
of this kind, which are of the higheſt: Conſſe 
"quence to the Glory of God, the Peace of © 8 
our Minds, and the Welfare of Poſterity ; # 
doing nothing without -a Warrant trom thes* —_ 
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(e) See Doctor Owen Reaſon of Faith, p. 71, S. 


meſs to all Ma ; and maintain 
* Fellowſhip and Commanion with God 
4 us Chriſt, by Faith and Prayer, which 
according te our Apoſtle's Directory, is of ivy 

Ve for managidg this Duty of contending 
| building up yourſelves in your moſt holy Faith, 
” | graying in the Holy Gos; Keep yourſelues in 
3 be Love of God, Jooking for the Mercy of onr 
Tord Fefus Chriſt uuts eternal Life, 
We conclude with our Apoſtle's Doxole- 
y. Now unto bin that is able to keep us from 
5 Falling, and to preſent us faultleſs before tis 
Preſence of bis Glory, with exceeding | 

. Iso the only wiſe God aur Saviour, be 
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